










































































In the future 
everyone will be 

world-famous 
for 15 minutes
“

“In quasi mezzo secolo di carriera 
ho dipinto fumetti e puntini 
per soli due anni.

Possibile che nessuno si sia mai accorto 
che ho fatto altro?”

ARTWORK
CRYING GIRL

1964

ARTWORK
CRYING GIRL

1963

PORCELAIN 
ENAMEL 

ON STEEL

During the 1960s, along 
with Andy Warhol, 
Jasper Johns, and James 
Rosenquist among others, 
Roy Fox Lichtenstein 
became a leading figure in 
the new art movement. His 
work defined the premise 
of pop art through parody. 
Inspired by the comic strip, 
Lichtenstein produced 
precise compositions 
that documented while 
they parodied, often in a 
tongue-in-cheek manner. 

His work was influenced 
by popular advertising and 
the comic book style. His 
artwork was considered to be 
“disruptive”. He described pop art 
as “not ‘American’ painting but 
actually industrial painting”. 
Lichtenstein studied as an artist 
before and after serving in the 
United States Army during World 
War II. He practiced anti-aircraft 
drills during basic training, and 
he was sent for pilot training but 
the program was canceled before 
it started. Among the topics 
he tackled after the war were 
romance and war. He depicted 
aerial combat in several works. 

Whaam! is part of a series on war 
that he worked on between 1962 
and 1964, and along with As I 
Opened Fire (1964) is one of his 
two large war-themed paintings.
Although single-panel comic 
representations depict a moment 
in time, this is an example of 
one in which the moment is 
“pregnant” with drama related to 
other times. This work also marks 
a phase in Lichtenstein’s career, 
when many of his works were 
named with present-participial 
names such as Sleeping Girl, 
Crying Girl and Blonde Waiting, 
which accentuates the works’ 
“relation to process and action.”
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“Buying is more American 
than thinking, and I’m as 

American as they come.”

MAO TSE TUNG

SERIGRAPH

1972

Some of his best known works include 
the silkvscreen paintings Campbell’s Soup 
Cans (1962) and Marilyn Diptych (1962), 
the experimental films Empire (1964) and 
Chelsea Girls (1966), and the multimedia 
events known as the Exploding Plastic 
Inevitable (1966–67).

 Leading figure 
in the visual 

art movement 
known as pop art. 
His works explore 

the relationship 
between artistic 

expression, 
advertising, and 
celebrity culture 

that flourished by 
the 1960s, and 

span a variety of 
media, including 

painting, 
silkscreening, 

photography and 
sculpture. 
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Andy Warhol

Andy Warhol

Gene Swanson

I think everybody 
should like everybody

Is that what Pop Art 
is all about?

Yes, It’s liking things

“WHAT IS POP ART?”
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“A revolution is on the way, 
and it’s partly because 
we no longer take our standards 
from the tweedy top. 
All over the country young girls 
are starting, shouting and 
shaking, and if they terrify you, 
they mean to 
and they are beginning 
to impress the world.”

Pauline Boty was a founder of the British Pop 
art movement and the only female painter in the 
British wing of the movement. Boty’s paintings and 
collages often demonstrated a joy in self-assured 
femininity and female sexuality and expressed overt 
or implicit criticism of the “man’s world” in which 
she lived. Her rebellious art, combined with her 
free-spirited lifestyle, has made Boty a herald of 
1970s feminism.
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“Ciò che la Pop Art vuole 
è desimbolizzare l’oggetto, 
dargli l’opacità e l’ottusa 
caparbietà d’un fatto”

ROLAND BARTHES

 SAGGISTA, CRITICO LETTERARIO 
E SEMIOLOGO FRANCESE

1915 – 1980

Roland Barthes nacque nel 
1915 a Cherbourg.

Fu un intellettuale multiforme 
che influenzò tutta la cultura 
francese.

La sua vita fu segnata dalla 
malattia della tubercolosi 
polmonare, che da un lato 
lo ostacolò, perché dovette 
rinunciare all’esame di 
ammissione all’École normale 
supérieure, dall’altro gli fornì 
le occasioni per leggere 
tutto ciò che costituì la sua 
formazione.

Collaborò con le riviste di 
scienze umane e sociali più 
importanti del panorama 
culturale dell’epoca, scrivendo 
articoli in cui iniziò a 
elaborare il suo pensiero.
Scrisse più di 20 opere e 
moltissimi articoli.

Il suo pensiero sfaccettato 
è stato e continua a essere 
punto di riferimento e fonte 
di ispirazione per molti, 
tanto che in francese è stato 
coniato un termine per 
descrivere la fascinazione 
esercitata da Barthes: 
“rolandisme”(rolandismo).

“La vita è fatta di piccole solitudini.”
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